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community 
news 

MRPO: Court decision creates confusion 

5 meted life, 3 acquitted 
for kidnapping Tsinoy 



Kidnap W^tch 


Collected by Movement for 
Restoration of Peace & Order 


whereto 


BENCAB: Another Scale 

Jorge B. Vargas Museum 
University of the Philippines 
Roxas Ave./ Diliman, Quezon City 
^until Jan.29 ®928-1927 

^vargasmuseum@gmail.com 

@Ayala Museum 

Makati Ave. cor. De La Rosa St. 
Greenbelt Park, Makati City 

• BenCab Portraits 
^until Jan. 24 

• A Taste of Gutai 

Lito and Kim Camacho Collection 
^Feb. 4-April 10 
@759-8288 

^hello@ayalamuseum.org 

Patrick Rivera: 30 Seconds/ 
Alternative Canvas 

Alliance Frangaise de Manille 
209 Nicanor Garcia St. 

Bel-Air II, Makati City 

^until Jan.29 @895-7441 

^info@alliance.ph 

“ARGH!!” Screamed they who were 
sucked into the orifice. 

Undergound Art Gallery 
L/G & 2/Level, Makati Square 
2130 Don Chino RocesAve. 

Pio Del Pilar, Makati City 
^until Feb. 3 @833-7817 

@Silverlens 

YMC Bldg., 2320 Chino RocesAve. Ext. 
Makati City 

• The Untamed Wall: Gary-Ross Pastrana 

• Genevieve Chua:RehearsalsfortheWilful 

• Issay Rodriguez: Blueprints 

^until Feb. 6 @816-0044 

@Art Informal 

277 Connecticut St, Greenhills East 
Mandaluyong City 

• Begin 

• Being by Jacob Lindo 

• Jun Jun Sta.Ana: Hagiography 

^until Feb. 6 @725 8518 

Artificial Flavor 

Vinyl on Vinyl 

2/F Warehouse 2 

Chino RocesAve., Makati City 

^until Feb. 6 

www.vinylonvinylgallery.com 

Sam Feleo: 132134 

ARCHIVO 1984 Gallery 

2nd Level, Warehouse 1 

2135 Chino RocesAve., Makati City 

^until Feb. 7 @832-6191 

^gallery@archivol984.com 

New and Selected Video 

M0_Space 
3/F MOs Design 

Bonifacio High Street, Bonifacio Global 
City,Taguig City 

^until Feb. 7 @856-7915 

'^mospace@gmail.com 

@1335MABINI 

1335 A. Mabini Street, Ermita, Manila 

• Yoshinori Niwa: Power of Ownership 

!^until Feb. 5 

• Yu Cheng-Ta: External Observer 

^until Feb. 7 @254 8498 

^info@1335mabini.com 

Boxes, Bowls and Belljars 

Post Gallery 

Shop 7, Cubao Expo, Araneta Center 

Cubao, Quezon City 

^until Feb. 20 @400-7905 


Five men were convicted of 
kidnapping for ransom and were 
meted life imprisonment without 
parole in connection with the 2004 
abduction of Chinese-Filipino 
businessman Jonathan Tiu. 

In a decision issued on Jan. 7, 
Regional Trial Court 55 Judge 
Josefina Siscar found Jose Villamor, 
Jonathan Rinos, Jaime Sabarez, 
Danilo Perpetua and Aaron Toribio 
guilty beyond reasonable doubt for 
kidnapping Tiu on Feb. 11, 2004 
in Tondo, Manila. 

The accused were ordered to 
jointly pay Tiu P8 million for the 
ransom paid and P300,000 for 
indemnity, moral and exemplary 
damages. 

Three accused - Pablito Patlonag, 
Roque Amago and Caesar Guile - 
were acquitted for lack of evidence. 

The Movement for Restoration 
of Peace and Order questions the 
decision of the court to acquit 
Patlonag and Amago. 

Siscar, who handed down the 
decision, inherited the case from 
three other judges. 

She apparently failed to fully ap¬ 
preciate the facts of the case, MRPO 
founding chairperson, Teresita Ang 
See and chairman Ka Kuen Chua, 
who were present at the courtroom, 
said. 

Tiu testified that Patlonag and 
Amago were at the Cavite safehouse 
when he was brought there. 

But the court says their mere 
presence at the safehouse is not 
proof enough that they participated 
in the kidnapping. 

Ang See blurted out at the 
courtroom after the reading of the 
decision: “How can the two, who 
served as guards in the safehouse, 
not be considered participants 
in the kidnapping? These two 
are notorious kidnappers who 
participated in many other 
kidnapping cases.” 

Another suspect, Andres 
Vertudazo, was earlier acquitted 
by the court even after he admitted 
to being present during the 
kidnapping. 


The prosecution had earlier 
requested the court to discharge 
Vertudazo to be state witness, which 
the court denied. 

Court record shows when Tiu 
was flagged down by a man in 
uniform on a motorcycle (identified 
as Vertudazo), three kidnappers 
boarded his car and shoved him to 
the backseat. 

His personal belongings 


A man kidnapped from Tarlac 
last December 10 was rescued by 
the Philippine National Police in 
an operation Dec. 24 at the Matnog 
Ferry Terminal in Sorsogon. 

Joint efforts of the PNP Anti- 
Kidnapping Group and local police 
in the Bicol Region also resulted in 
the arrest of five suspected members 
of a kidnap-for-ransom group 
carrying high-powered firearms. 

Police Sr. Supt. Roberto Fajardo 
said Giovani Rossano Tan was 
forcibly taken from the Tarlac 
Sentra Farm in Tarlac City. 

Recovered from the arrested 
suspects - Marlon Altizo, Jemmel 
Cinco, Roily Falcon, Drackilou 
Falcon and Abigail Lapinid - were 
assorted firearms, live ammunition 
and nine pieces of assorted mobile 


consisting of cellular phone, watch 
and wallet containing P10,000 were 
forcibly taken by his captors. 

Tiu was held captive in a 
safehouse in Cavite. His wife Shirley 
received the ransom demand of P30 
million in exchange for his release. 


phones. 

Tan’s family had paid ransom 
for his release but the kidnappers 
demanded a second pay off 

Fortunately, the police operatives 
were already pursuing the suspects, 
who were planning to kill Tan and 
dispose of his body in Sorsogon after 
getting the second ransom. 

A day after Tan’s rescue, the PNP 
AKG also reported the release of 
kidnap victim Michelle Ng after 
her family deposited an unspecified 
but “minimal” amount of money 
through a mobile banking facility. 

She was kidnapped last Dec. 17 
in Barangay Dona Imelda, Quezon 
City. 

The police’s follow-up operation 
resulted in the arrest of one Maribel 
Bucala. 


On Feb. 13, Tiu was 
freed upon payment of P8 
million ransom. 

Tiu positively identified 
all the accused (except Caezar 
Guile who was arrested after 
the prosecution rested its 
case) and established their 
respective participation in 
the commission of the imputed 
offense. 

Thus, MRPO members are 
confused at the outcome of 
the court decision. They will 
consult counsel to discuss possible 
remedies. 


The PNP AKG said charges of 
kidnapping for ransom are already 
being readied against the suspects 
in Tan and Ng’s alleged abductions. 

Two cops charged 
with extortion, kidnap 

Two policemen have been 
charged with kidnapping, extortion, 
robbery and physical injury. 

Johnrey Bautista and Ernesto 
Borleojr. approached businessman 
Clint Tality in front of his house on 
Oroquieta St., Sta. Cruz, Manila. 

Tality said he was handcuffed 
and taken away in a motorcycle. 

The cops then demanded 
P60,000 from his family for his 
release. They also took his personal 
jewelry and two cell phones. 



The accused listen as the clerk of court reads the decision on the kidnapping for ransom of Tsinoy 
businessman Jonathan Tiu. 


Kidnap victim rescued, suspects nabbed in Sorsogon 
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Tsinoys caught with 
P1 SOM worth of shabu 


Two Tsinoys were caught while 
moving 36 kilos of shabu worth 
PI80 million in Valenzuela City 
on Jan 13. 

Armed with a search warrant, 
agents of the Philippine Drug 
Enforcement Agency and police 
officers from the Anti-Illegal Drug 
Group blocked Sonny Ang and 
Benito Tiuseco as they drove away 
from a warehouse in Sapang Bakaw, 
Barangay Lawang Bato. 

A search later of the warehouse 
yielded 12 milling machines, still 
wrapped in cellophane and in the 
original crates. 


The PDEA suspects the shabu 
might have been smuggled in the 
milling machines. 

The illegal drug may have been 
manufactured 
abroad, brought 
in through the 
Bureau of Customs 
and delivered to 
the warehouse for 
distribution. 

The two suspects 
will be charged with 

illegal drug possession. 

Meanwhile, suspected drug 


pusher Xiao Min Chua, alias Henry 
Ong, 45, was arrested during a sting 
operation in Barangay Bel-Air, 
Makati City last Dec. 20. 

Chua was nabbed 
after receiving PI.2 
million in marked 
money and handing over 
the shabu at the parking 
lot of a convenience 
store at the corner of 
N. Garcia and Jupiter 
streets to an undercover 
police officer. 

His arrest yielded a total of five 
kilos shabu worth PI5 million. 



Chua 


Cops capture driver, son with P2M marijuana 


A man and his son were arrested 
for transporting 300 kilos of 
marijuana leaves worth P2 million 
in a van along the North Luzon 
Expressway’s Balintawak exit in 
Quezon City last Dec. 20. 


Van driver Moises Simsim, 37, 
and his son were held at the Criminal 
Investigation and Detection Group 
headquarters. 

Highway Patrol officers had 
tailed the van from La Trinidad, 


Benguet to Barangay Bagong Sigaw 
in Balintawak. 

Police are investigating the two’s 
possible connection to a drug ring 
in Metro Manila for the distribution 
of the marijuana. 



Authorities inspect packs of shabu seized from two Tsinoys in 
Valenzuela City on Jan. 13. 


Ambush killsT sinoy; 
wouncb wife, guard 


Chinese-Filipino businessman 
Alem Lu, 32, was killed, his 
pregnant wife wounded, in an 
ambush in Sta. Cruz, Manila on 
Dec. 15. 

Lu was driving his BMW 
sport utility vehicle when an 
unidentified assailant opened fire 
at the intersection of Dimasalang 
and Aragon streets. 

He died instantly. 

His wife, Ou Yang Mei Qui, 


was treated at the St. Jude Hospital 
for a gunshot wound in the right 
shoulder. 

Security guard Alejandro 
Alindayo, 41, who was on duty 
at the Florida Bus terminal, was 
hit and taken to the same hospital. 

Witnesses said the assailant had 
been waiting in the area minutes 
before the shooting. 

The assailant was seen leaving 
the crime scene in a mini-van. 
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"Your health 
is our concern.' 


Buko IPandui. 


650 Ongpin comer Nueva Sts. nr. Binondo Church, Binondo, Manila 
Telephone Nos.; 242-9759 • 242-9758 



Teac her Bal dwin 

2016 Art 
Workshop 

is ongoing! 



Email: teacher_baldwin@yahoo.com 
Visit: www.facebook.com/baldwin.kho 


24 HOURS NATIONWIDE SBGURfTY OPBtATIONS 


PHIUPHNE AIRHAWK 
SECURITY AGENCY, INC. 

548 Banawe Street, SMH, Quezon City 
• Security services: office-residential-commercial- 
industrial-hotels-resorts-restaurants-schools- 
hospitals-banks-airports-ports 
• Security survey and planning services 
• Surveillance & background investigation services 
• Security training services 

PORINQLHRIESy CALL: 
4]5-£a& 7U-]680» 740-3252* 783-5096 







museumkoursl TUESDAYS-SUNDAYS 1^5 P.M. 

KsiH-Aii^li: Xing Ntrlldlie Cantar, 3£ Anda Earner Calilldo Streeli, InlramuTap, Manila 
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opinion 


Gems of History 

By Go Bon Juan 


Vicente Paterno’s 
Chinese ancestry 

I t is well known that Pedro Paterno, a prominent 
leader of the Propaganda Movement of the 
19th century, is a Chinese mestizo, just like many 
leaders and famous figures of the movement. 

Not as known is the Chinese ancestry of 
another Paterno, Vicente Paterno (no relation 
to Pedro), until his autobiography. On My Terms: 
The Autobiography of Vicente Tirona Paterno, was 
released in 2014. 

Vicente Paterno, who died in November that 
year at the age of 89, was chairman of the Board 
of Investments in 1969 and was responsible 
for crafting the Philippine investment policy. 
In 1974, he became the secretary (later called 

THCHIGHWfV” 
® U€PORT€ft 

nHiBi qc rWCiC 



Vicente Paterno on the cover of the official 
journal of the Ministry of Public Highways. 

minister) of the newly created Department of 
Industry, a position he would hold till 1979. 

Paterno took a lead role in shaping regional 
cooperation, negotiating the first trade treaty with 
China and chairing the Industrial Cooperation 
Council of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations. 

He left government service in 1980, but 
returned as senator in 1987 when Corazon 
Aquino was president. In 1992, he founded the 
Philippine Seven Corp., the mother company of 
the 7-11 convenient store chain, as a retirement 
project and served as its chairman. 

From his autobiography, we learn that Paterno 
is a sixth-generation heir of a Chinese who arrived 
in Manila in the 1760s from southern China. 


KHC turns 17 


M ore than just a landmark building in Manilas walled city of 
Intramuros, Bahay Tsinoy - Museum of the Chinese in the 
Philippine Life, has become widely recognized here and abroad as 
a repository of the Tsinoy legacy on all aspects of Philippine life. 

Housed in the 5,000-square-meter, three-story Kaisa-Angelo 
King Heritage Center building, the Kaisa Heritage Center (with 
Bahay Tsinoy, Chinben See Memorial Library and the office of 
Kaisa Para Sa Kaunlaran) was inaugurated on Jan. 19, 1999. 

The late President Corazon C. Aquino was guest of honor. 


Tsinoy Beats & Bytes 

By Teresita Ang See 


Today, the Center continues to pursue activities that enhance 
understanding and awareness of the true role of the Tsinoys in all 
events that shaped the Filipino nation. 

This has been made possible by donors and supporters led 
by lifetime trustees Angelo King and Washington Sycip, as well 
as Tsinoy community exemplars like Benito and Elena Cu-Uy- 
Gam, Jimmy Ong Hao King’s family through the matriarch 
Pilar Ongking, Ching Han Sui, Dr. Pao Shih Tien’s family and 
students, the families of Tan Eng Gee, Teh Siu Yong, Antonio 
Roxas-Chua, Ching Ban Lee and other founding trustees and 
organizations. 

More than half a million visitors have visited Bahay Tsinoy. 
Students, especially, are exposed to the wealth of knowledge on 
the history of the Chinese in the Philippines: from the itinerant 
vendors of the past to the present-day captains of industry. 

The Chinben See Memorial Library and the research center 
and archives have helped researchers from prestigious local and 
foreign universities. 

But the Center and the Museum have had to grapple with how 
quickly the displays and infrastructure have deteriorated. The heat 
and humidity hasten the process considerably. 

We need again the help of those who believe in our work, to 
help fund urgent major repairs, to sustain the museum and carry 
out our many other activities and allow us to continue to play a 
pivotal role of preserving and propagating the historical and cultural 
legacy of the Tsinoys in the Philippines. 

My favorite team 

As the May elections draw near. I’m often asked who among the 
candidates I am batting for. After careful discernment, I personally 
think the most qualified team for the presidency and vice presidency 


is that of Mar Roxas and Leni Robredo. I sum up my personal 
views of the presidential candidates below: 

Rodrigo “Rody” Duterte 

Nicknamed Digong, Duterte campaigns on the peace and 
order platform, restoration of death penalty, ridding our streets 
of hoodlums and drugs pushers. Pretty good copy and the ideas 
sell, especially to the victims of lawlessness. 

My question is: How can we trust someone who in real life has 
no respect at all for civilized rules of order? If media coverage is 
to be believed, he flaunts his disrespect for the rule of law at all 
turns. He glorifies ruthlessness and defiance of authority, belittling 
of women, the poor and marginalized. His ruthlessness spills over 
even to his business rivals and competitors. 

Grace Poe Llamanzares 

Poe vows to continue the legacy left by her late father, Fernando 
Poe Jr., though her father had never been in government service. 
What legacy will she continue: the disconnect between real life and 
the movies? She is a hardworking legislator and I am impressed by 
how she prepares well for Senate hearings. But she still lacks the 
honed skills of a leader. Moreover, whether or not she is declared 
a natural-born Filipino, or fulfills the residency requirement, I still 
do not relish the idea of a former American citizen and employee 
finding her way to Philippine presidency. 

Jejomar Binay 

It is a big puzzle why the investigations and the scandals about 
the vice president’s alleged corrupt deals have not affected Binay’s 
ratings much. The investigations involve not just overpricing and 
rigged contracts but even an anomaly that cheats the Boy Scouts 
of the Philippines. 

Despite the negative publicity, Binay has bounced back from 
low ratings to lead the pack again. I can only surmise that ordinary 
Filipinos accept that corrupt politicians who cheat from the 
people are the norm. What they want is someone to lift them out 
of poverty, and that someone, they believe, will be Binay. They 
believe Binay understands their plight better because he came 
from their ranks. 

Miriam Defensor Santiago 

Santiago’s time has passed. I campaigned for her in 1992 when 
she ran for president. Her overconfidence and lack of nationwide 
organization cost her the presidency, and since then she has only 
her eloquence going for her. 

BEATS,/). 6 
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GEIVIS, from p. 5 

The Chinese patriarch of this 
Paterno clan is Mong Mong Lo. 
He easily assimilated himself into 
the local society not too long after 
his arrival. He was baptized Jose 
Molo and married a Filipina with 
the family name ofAgustin, or San 
Agustin. 

They had five children, one of 
them was Paterno Molo Agustin who 
became a successful businessman. 
Paterno’s children adopted their 
fathers full name as their own family 
name. 

One of the sons, Maximo Molo 
Agustin Paterno, was even more 
successful in business than his father. 
The great-grandfather of Vicente 



An oil painting of Paterno Molo 
Agustin, from the collection of the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas. 

Paterno, Lucas, was a brother of 
Maximo. 


Paterno Molo’s progeny resided 
in various parts of Manila, namely 
Parian in Binondo, Sta. Cruz and 
Quiapo districts. The Lucas branch 
of the clan, from which Vicente 
Paterno descended, resided mostly 
in Quiapo. 

Vicente Paterno and his siblings 
were born and lived in Quiapo, on 
Mendoza Street, a side street of R. 
Hidalgo which connects two famous 
churches, Quiapo and San Sebastian. 

The genealogical story of Paterno 
shows how the heirs of a Chinese 
who came to the Philippines in 
the 18th century were perfectly 
integrated or assimilated with the 
mainstream society. 

It is clear his Chinese ancestry 
does not make him less Filipino. 


BEAXS, from p. 5 

Her declaration that Ferdinand 
“Bongbong” R. Marcos Jr. is her 
choice for vice president only wor¬ 
sened her situation. Her bombastic 
speeches do spark the imagination 
of the youth, however. 

Thus, she has been topping 
online surveys. 

Mar Roxas 

Roxas has a good track record 
as a politician and public servant. 
But he has to project himself and 
his platform more and show people 
that he is not just a shadow of 


President Benigno Aquino III. His 
roots as a businessman make him 
understand business and economics, 
something which we need most at 
this point in order to uplift the poor 
from the squalor of poverty. 

Sadly, his political and campaign 
strategists are not doing a good 
job to project his good image as 
the most qualified presidential 
candidate. 

Tasks for candidate Mar 

Roxas does not need to press 
flesh and kiss babies to show 
he is one with the masa. People 
know his elitist origins and no 


amount of projecting otherwise 
will help. He needs to showcase 
his business savvy to create more 
jobs for the people as well as to 
build and manage much-needed 
infrastructure. 

John Forbes, former director 
of the American Chamber of 
Commerce of the Philippines, 
once said that the increase in 
the number of cars considerably 
outpaces the building of roads and 
infrastructure. 

He predicts that Metro Manila 
will become uninhabitable in 
2020. Mr. Forbes, the city of 
Manila is uninhabitable 
NOW. 

Roxas should project his 
intolerance for incompe¬ 
tence and ineptitude, and 
voice out his objections 
to the continued stints of 
Joseph Emilio Abaya as 
secretary of the Depart¬ 
ment of Transportation and 
Communication and to Jose 
Angel Honrado as general 
manager of the Ninoy Aqui¬ 
no International Airport. 

While Aquino continues 
to enjoy high trust ratings 
among Filipinos, members 
of his Cabinet are not 
pulling their weight. 

Poverty and peace and 
order (criminality, drugs 
and kidnappings especially) 
are priority problems, and 
Roxas needs to promise 
concrete programs to address 
them. 
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SM Foundation gets presidential 
kudos for nation building 


SM Foundation recently received 
the Outstanding Exemplar Award 
in the Private Sector from President 
Benigno Aquino III. 

Tessie Sy-Coson, SM Investments 
vice chair, accepted the award on 
behalf of the foundation during rites 
that also marked Bulong Pulungans 
29th anniversary. 


The recognition is given yearly to 
individuals from both government 
and private sectors who have made 
great contributions in nation building. 

The SM Foundation has made 
strategic social investments in 
education, health care, livelihood 
and shelter, as well as the 
environment. 


Tsinoy UP prof is 

Janus Ong, clinical associate 
professor at the University of the 
Philippines College of Medicine, 
was named the top scientist in the 
country by the Spanish National 
Research Council. 




^ The Council 
recently 
\\ released the 
jlfli Cybermetrics 
^ ranking 

'-yV, scientists 

working in 
Philippine 
institutions based on their public 
profiles in Google Scholar, a web 
search engine that indexes scholarly 
literature online. 

Data was collected in November 
2015. 


Ong, transplant hepatologist and 
a clinical associate professor at the 
university, also works as a consultant 
for the Philippine General Hospital 
in Manila and dominated the 



top PH scientist 


list that included 116 scientists 
affiliated with U.P 

Included in the top five are Maricar 
Prudente (De La Salle University), 
Charles Yuji Horioka (U.P; Asian 
Growth Research Institute, Osaka 
University), Gregory Tangonan 
(Ateneo de Manila University) and 
Socioeconomic Planning Secretary 
Arsenio Balisacan (U.P). 



Cebuano Earl Christianson 
Ng (D D D )5 21, may be the first 
Filipino to finish valedictorian in 
a Hong Kong university, says the 
Philippine Consulate General in 
Hong Kong. 

Ng graduated with two degrees: 
Bachelor of Arts Major in Chinese 
Studies and Bachelor of Arts Major 
in Business Administration from 


3uano Tsinoy 
s graduating class 
TK university 

Chung Chi College, Chinese 
University of Hong Kong. 

Ng says he wants to become a 
“bridge” to help people understand 
each other. 

Focusing on Chinese Studies will 
help him “help others understand 
the Chinese so that we may all be 
able to work together.” 

Ng will work for Nomura 
Research Institute Hong Kong 
starting August. Nomura Institute 
is a Japan-based consulting firm for 
information technology. 

It is an investor in Ng’s father’s 
company in Cebu. 
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Ancient pawnshops being restored, 
Huizhou architecture to be preserved 


With its history going back for millennia, Chinas 
artifacts include ancient structures, many of which 
are being restored today 

Among them are pawnshops in three ancient 
towns - Zhegao, Tongyang and Yuncao - in East 
Chinas Anhui province. 

They belonged to Li Hongzhang, one of the top 
officials of the late Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), and 
his family. 

Local government says the Yuncao pawnshop will 
reopen this year. 

These ancient pawnshops were a major source 
of loans in ancient China, and significant players in 
the local economy. 

The Zhegao pawnshop has more than 5,000 
square meters. The one in Tongyang, 1,000 sq.m. 

All of them were built in the traditional Huizhou 
style of architecture. 

Restoration will be loyal to the original designs. 

Hui-style architecture is a major Chinese 
architectural style from ancient times. 

It developed into a significant school in the 
Song Dynasty (960-1279), and eventually spread 
beyond Huizhou during the Ming Dynasty 
(1368-1644). 





Hui-style houses are characterized by black tiles 
and white walls, surrounded by high walls shaped 
like horse heads (for fireproofing), with ancestral 
halls, and memorial archways. 


A worker restores a pawn 
shop that belonged to Li 
Hongzhang and his family. 



A group of tombs dating back 
to the Spring and Autumn 
period (771-476 B.C.) has been 
discovered in central China’s 
Henan province. 

Experts unearth 
tombs, city 
more than 
2,000 years old 

Ancient tribal burial grounds 
have been uncovered in central 
Chinas Henan province. 

The tombs date back to the 
Spring and Autumn period (771- 
476 B.C.). 


Stefychill in 
Harbin ice bar 

Tourists in China looking for a 
place to chill may find their ways 
to ice bars in Harbin, in northeast 
Chinas Heilongjian province. 

Peoples Daily Online reports that 
Chinas largest ice bar sits under a 
dome made completely from ice. 

In Zhaolin Park, the ice bar is 
inside a snow castle 4.5 meters high 
with a span of 12 meters. There is 
an ice bar counter, ice tables, desks 
and benches. 

For those who seek an upmarket 
venue, there is the seasonal Ice 
Palace Restaurant and Ice Bar in 
the Shangri-la Hotel Harbin, where 
temperature is kept at a cool -18 
degrees Celsius. It serves hotpot 
meals, vodkas, Gliihwein, and other 
hot drinks in igloo settings. 

Mini heaters and gloves help 
guests keep warm. An electric heater 
is placed under each dining table to 
take the chill off the legroom. 

The ice bars are a novel attraction 
for tourists attending the Harbin 
winter ice and snow sculpture 
festival. 


U.S returns artifacts, fossil to Qiina 



Two of the 1,600 B.C. artifacts returned to 
Chinese government by the U.S. government. 


The United States returned to China last Dec. 10a dinosaur 
fossil estimated to be 120 million years old and 22 Chinese 
artifacts. 

An agreement was signed in 2009 between the two 
countries to prevent the illicit trafficking of archaeological 
objects. The recent move follows reaffirmation of this 
commitment during Chinese Presidnet Xi Jinping’s state visit 
to the U.S. in September. 

The cultural artifacts, including jade disks, bronze trays and 
other items dating back as far as 1,600 B.C. were recovered by 
U.S. government agents in New York, Cleveland and Miami. 

American Eric Prokopi of Florida has pleaded guilty to a 
scheme to import dinosaur fossils illegally. He has been fined, 
sent to jail, and subject to 15 months’ supervisory release. 


Beside the tombs an ancient city 
dating back to the Han Dynasty 
(202 B.C.-220) was also discovered. 

In Yichuan County of Luoyang 
City, the combined site has more 
than 200 tombs, eight horse and 
chariot pits, over 30 ash pits and 
more than 10 kilns. 

It covers an area over 200,000 
square meters. 

Archaeologists believe the site 
was home to an ancient tribe more 
the 2,600 years ago. 

The site is expected to help 
experts learn the history of 
migration of minorities in the 
region. 


Malays to read China's 
classics in own language 

Three of four of China’s four classic novels 
have been translated into Malay. 

These are Water Margin, Romance of the Three 
Kingdoms, and Journey to the West. 

Work on the last one - “Dream of the Red 
Chamber,” by Cao Xueqin of the Qing Dynasty 
(1644 to 1912) - may be finished in three more 
years, says Wu Hengcan, the head of the Malay¬ 
sian Han Culture Center, Kuala Lumpur. 

“Dream... ” has been the most difficult one to 
translate because of its subtleties, many charac¬ 
ters, poetry and songs. Translation of this book 
began five years ago. 


Yanfiang takes 
visHois into past 

Tourists with a taste for antiquity 
may want to visit Yanfang village in Ji’an 
City, in east China’s Jiangxi province. 

Home to 700 people living in 156 
households, the 800-year-old village 
boasts about 100 ancient residential 
buildings, eight ancestral halls and 13 
archways, dating back to the Ming 
(1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911) 
dynasties. 

Yangfang was listed as a Chinese 
cultural village in 2007. 



Made of bricks and wood, this mansion of a senior 
military officer was built in the Qing Dynasty, covering 
an area of more than 500 sq.m. 
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China hospital bulldozed with patients inside Chinese 


Bulldozers crashed into the No. 4 
Hospital of Zhengzhou University 
in Henan province last Jan. 7, 
sending doctors, nurses and patients 
scampering. It buried six bodies 
being processed at the morgue 
under rubble, Xinhua reported. 

The hospital accused the local 
government of ordering the 
demolition after failing to get the 
hospital to agree to it for a road 
expansion project. 

The hospital also said the 
demolition caused nearly RMB20 
million worth of damage to medical 
equipment and injured several 
hospital staff 

“Burying the remains of patients 
is enormously disrespectful to 
the dead,” the hospital’s deputy 
propaganda chief, Zhang Yuan, 
was quoted as saying. “I never 


imagined anything like this would 
ever happen.” 

The Huiji District Government 
Information Office said in an online 
statement that evening that they 
had asked the hospital in vain to 
demolish the CT room and morgue. 

It also claimed workers had made 
sure there were no people inside the 
buildings before the demolition 
began, and there were no casualties. 

But Xiong Zhiliang, the district 
official overseeing demolition 
work in Zhengzhou, was 
subsequently fired and police were 
still investigating, China Central 
Television reported. 

Forced demolitions are a 
common problem in China as 
local governments have looked to 
real estate and other development 
to fuel economic growth. 



A doctor shows reporters the demolished radiology department at the 
hospital in Zhengzhou city. (/\fp) 


First China-Taiwan hotline in place 


Things move quickly when word 
comes down from the top. This seems 
to be the case when China and Taiwan 
inaugurated the first telephone hodine 
between them last Dec. 30. 

Having the line in place was report¬ 
edly agreed upon during a historic 


summit last Nov. 7 between China 
President Xi Jinping and Taiwan 
President Ma Ying-jeou in Singapore. 

The hotline is intended to reduce 
tensions on both sides of the Taiwan 
Strait, an 180 kilometer-wide chan¬ 
nel that separates the tiny island 


from the Chinese mainland. 

The first call was between Taiwan 
Affairs Office director Zhang Zhijun 
and Andrew Hsia, head of Taiwan’s 
Mainland Affairs Council, who 
wished each other happy new year. 

Relations between the two im- 


500Confucius Institutes w]rid»\ide^ 
fe]] 0 «^sh^ for doctonal studies ofifeind 


There are 1.9 million students 
enrolled in 500 Confucius Institutes 
and 1,000 Confucius classrooms 
in 134 countries and regions, 
according to the recent 10th 
Confucius Institute Conference 
held in Shanghai on Dec 6. 

The Institutes are usually set up 
in university campuses. Plans are to 
localize the institutes further, and 
put more emphasis on improving 
quality of the program. 

Over the next 10 years, programs 
will be adapted to address diverse 


and individual needs of Chinese 
learners around the world. 

China has been setting up Confu¬ 
cius Institutes since 2004 to teach the 
Chinese language and culture abroad. 

This move has effectively set up 
bridges of understanding between 
China and other countries. 

To date, the Institute employs 
44,000 full-time and part-time 
teachers, has compiled 1,200 loca¬ 
lized textbooks and helped six mil¬ 
lion people take Chinese language 
proficiency examinations. 


China third busiest for plastic surgery 


China may soon be the third 
busiest country for plastic surgery, 
if data from Chinese Association of 
Plastics and Aesthetics is correct. 

China’s cosmetic surgery industry 
is expected to value at RMB800 


billion (US$62.6 billion) by 2019. 

If growth continues as expected, 
China will be the world’s third largest 
market after the United States and 
Brazil by 2019, according to the latest 
industry trend report. 


The institution will further im¬ 
prove its academic research capabi¬ 
lity and implement the “Confucius 
New Sinology Plan” to foster new 
sinologists and establish a discourse 
system that can be understood by 
both Chinese and foreigners. 

The plan offers fellowships to 
foreign students pursuing Ph.D. 
degrees in the humanities and social 
sciences at Chinese universities. 

Details are on the Confucius 
China Studies Program website 
ccsp.chinese.cn 

In 2014, Chinese surgeons 
performed seven million cosmetic 
surge-ries. Most of the patients were 
women. 

A random survey of 207 patients 
indicates they believe looking better 
will open up more opportunities for 
both studies and careers. 


proved when Ma became president 
in 2008. Since then, landmark trade 
and tourism agreements have been 
put in place. Yet, unease remain. 

China reacted angrily when the 
United States announced plans last 
month to sell US$1.83 billion in 
weapons to Taiwan, saying it will never 
accept an independent Taiwan. 

Communist forces led by Mao 
Zedong took over the Chinese 
mainland in 1949 after rival Na¬ 
tionalists under Chiang Kai Shek 
retreated in defeat to Taiwan. 


campus opens 
in Melbourne 

After US$8.6 million (P407.7 
million) has been invested in the 
project, the first Chinese-owned 
university in Melbourne has opened. 

The Global Business College 
of Australia will be operated 
by Huashang College, after the 
privately-owned university based 
in Guangdong province bought two 
buildings in Melbourne. 

English-speakers will teach 
Australian and international 
students. 

Data from China show more 
than 200,000 Chinese students 
are enrolled in Australian schools, 
colleges and universities. 

The Huashang Education 
Group, a family-controlled Chinese 
conglomerate, currently provides 
services for 35,000 students 
including a business-focused college 
and a University of Finance and 
Economics in Guangdong. 

Initially, the college will offer 
certificates in accounting and 
bookkeeping. 

Other programs will be added 
after it receives approval as a 
registered training organization 
from the Australian Skills Quality 
Authority. It is also seeking to 
add degrees in similar areas once 
approval is received. 

Its accounting course has already 
received recognition from Certified 
Practicing Accountants Australia. 


Clean air part of resto bill 


A restaurant in the eastern pro¬ 
vince of Jiangsu is charging patrons 
for clean air. 

Media reported that the res¬ 
taurant in Zhangjiagang city near 
Shanghai was adding RMBI (P7) 
per customer as a “clean air fee.” 
This has stirred up debate on social 
media. 

Some contend clean air is a basic 
right, others say the fee will help 
pay for the nine air purifiers the 
restaurant has installed. 

Xinhua news agency quoted an 
unnamed official in Zhangjiagang 
as saying air was a natural resource 
essential for humanity’s continued 
existence and that the restaurant had 


a duty to provide a clean environ¬ 
ment, including air. 

The restaurant has been given seven 
days to retract the fee. It has since 
reportedly stopped charging the fee. 

Meanwhile, a newspaper commen¬ 
tary argued that the restaurant’s clean 
air fee should serve as a reminder that 
people will eventually pay the price 
for failing to deal with air pollution. 

While media has not identified 
the restaurant, a bill from Jing Yue 
Hui Restaurant that included a “clean 
air charge” of RMBI per person has 
circulated on social media. 

It is in a shopping center, offers 
Cantonese dimsum and has favo¬ 
rable online ratings. 
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philosophy 


Venerable Dupsing Rinpoche; 

Karma, 

relationships, 

purpose 



CC 71 /T akakarma ka^ 

/ \/1 Among Filipinos, this 

JL r JL is often uttered as a curse, 
or as a kind of masked avenger for injustices. 
This is a common understanding of karma. 

Yet, there is a less vengeful more benign 
meaning of karma, according to Venerable 
Dupsing Rinpoche, as he speaks on this 
Buddhist concept, its relationships and 
purpose in our lives. 

On his first visit to the Philippines to give 
a short retreat and series of talks, Rinpoche 
was guest speaker on Sept. 29 at the Chinese 
Studies Department of Ateneo de Manila 
University in Quezon City. 

Practitioners of Buddhism consider him 
the third incarnation of an established and 
well-respected lama, or guru, which means 
teacher, in Tibetan and Sanskrit, respectively. 

He studied Buddhist philosophy for 
six years at the Vikramashila Buddhist 
Institute in Bokhara, Nepal and has a 
Masters of Arts in Theology from Cambridge 
University, England. Rinpoche now runs 
several monasteries, teaching and practice 
centers, as well as gives talks and retreats in 
more than 100 countries. 

A trained and venerable teacher is of great 
importance for practitioners of Vajrayana 
Buddhism, the most esoteric of Buddhisms 
many branches. To impart wisdom as well 
as apply one’s self to safely guide students to 
the enlightened path, a teacher must possess 
the lineage, or unbroken transmission of 
teachings from master to student beginning 
with Siddhartha Gautama himself 

One example is the guidance about the 
concept of what really is karma, which is poorly 
comprehended and often misinterpreted. The 
whole approach to karma, Riponche explains, 
is scientific. 

Simply put, karma is one’s own actions. It 
encompasses the actions of the body, of the 
speech, and of the mind, or the totality of 
what we do, think, or feel, at any time. 

A more familiar comparison to karma more 
easily understood by laymen are ideas on 
causality, or Newton’s Third Law of Motion 
(for every action there is an equal and opposite 
reaction). However, karma is not exactly an 
opposite reaction, but rather a direct result 
that only comes into effect upon certain 
conditions. Positive actions bring positive 
results, negative actions bring negative results. 

For example, hitting one’s hand (negative 
action) and experiencing pain (negative 
result), and applying a salve (positive action) 
to soothe it (positive result). 

Because of the volatility of conditions, we 
cannot control our external world, much less 
for fruition of karma. If conditions permit, 
the effect of a particular action ripens into a 
result that is reflective of that action. 

It is not a matter of time; the ‘reaping’ 



of one’s action and the fruition of its effects 
are completely variable. It can happen 
immediately, or in the far future, whether in 
this life, the next, or several lifetimes later. 

For karma with an immediate result, 
Rinpoche gives the example of someone who 
has just murdered another: the succeeding 
experience is a tumultuous mix of paranoia, 
fear, and guilt. 

This overbearing wave of emotions is a 
keen sort of suffering. Having made someone 
else suffer violently, one consequently feels a 
similar pain, albeit a violence of a different 
kind, likened to ripping off one’s soul. 

Karma is also the compounded nature of all 
actions ever committed by any being through 
time. The concentrated acts form what is 
called “collective karma“ or karma shared by 
beings in the world. 

Karma in its relational form is also 
manifested in what is called karmic debt. 
This is the results and effects of one’s actions 
in a relationship, such as when one inflicts 
something harmful or painful on another, 
like when harsh words are exchanged between 
friends. A rift is created, and an expectation 
or a predisposition towards more harsh words 
surfaces, such as the need to ‘have the last 
word,’ or to ‘get back at someone.’ 

However, retaliation is not the only, nor 
the most ideal, way of dealing with karmic 
debt. It inspires a repetitive cycle that shackles 
those involved. 

As Rinpoche explains, in a situation where 
angry, hurtful words were exchanged, a simple 
(but truthful) apology may be enough to lead 
towards the healing that “fulfils the debt.” 

With this it can be seen that karma is 
not providence. Though we are limited in 
what we can do, there are ways to mitigate 
negative actions and their results. It involves 
accountability (without shirking away 
from the eventual negative consequences), 
acceptance that it has been done and will have 
repercussions, and an understanding of how 


to avoid it from happening again. 

Rinpoche elaborates on this as the four 
powers: those of deep regret, of the intention 
not to repeat, of antidote, and of support. 
The analogy he gives is as if one has taken 
lethal poison. 

There is first the visceral, intense regret 
of doing something harmful with extremely 
dire outcomes. This naturally develops into a 
strong determination not to do such a thing 
again. Then, it is only logical to search for an 
antidote or medicine to counter it. 

In the case of negative karma, it would be 
doing something equivalent but positive, such 
as if one kills to save a life. 

And finally, to seek support, having done 
something harmful, the regret and fear that 
results is abated, and the continued strength 
to pursue that determination and antidote, 
when one discloses it to those we consider as 
“the embodiment of truth.” 

But why is there a need to understand karma? 
Buddhism offers that the purpose and goal of all 
beings is the pursuit of happiness, a happiness 
that is neither momentary nor easily corrupted 
by untimely, unexpected circumstances. 

Perhaps a happiness that transcends the 
finitude that characterizes everything we know 
and experience; happiness that means the 
ultimate termination of suffering in any form, 
and the causes of such sufferings, indefinitely. 

What karma proposes is a means to 


that end. Comprehensively understanding 
actions, their causes, and effects, allows for 
the consideration of right motivation, which 
creates the conditions to happiness. 

Realizing that an action - whether it be as 
drastic as taking a life, or a habitual expression 
easily overlooked, like an angry thought never 
acted upon - plants a seed that bears fruit. 

Furthermore, the effects of actions are not 
merely confined to a personal sphere, which 
one perceives can be as easy to subdue or erase 
as one sees fit. 

A negative action does not only plant that 
negative seed to oneself, but also to another, 
and unwittingly, to others beyond them. 

Likewise, a loving action generates an 
environment that encourages positive actions 
and attitudes, not only for oneself but for 
others as well. 

Rinpoche leaves much food for thought. 
If the magnitude of even the most negligible, 
everyday actions is far-reaching, then perhaps 
we should be more mindful of each of them. 

It is beautiful, humbling reminder that it 
is in one’s actions - composed of the entirety 
of one’s being, or of body, of speech, and of 
mind - where true practice takes place. 

The road to happiness is nothing short of 
a consistent and complete awareness of our 
person. Perhaps more significantly, the road 
to happiness lies in our companionship, and 
the united effort of all beings. ^ 
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D rug abuse has ruined many lives, from 
well-known celebrities like Whitney 
Houston and Michael Jackson to 
ordinary folks. 

The threat of illegal drugs is real and closer 
than we think. In the Philippines, the drug abuse 
situation has actually worsened over the years. 


Profile 

Drug abuse affects Filipinos from all walks 
of life. But based on a 2007 survey, the typical 
drug abuser is in his 20s or early 30s. 

Out of 10 drug abusers, nine are male. 
The person is usually single, unemployed, 
with a monthly income of around PI 5,000. 

By the time the person reaches the 
treatment centers, he or she will typically 
have been using drugs for more than six years. 

A 2006 report on cases admitted in 
treatment and rehabilitation centers shows 
the top 10 commonly abused drugs: 

1. shabu or methamphetamine HCl at 
47 percent 

2. marijuana at 18 percent 

3. inhalants like rugby at 18 percent 

4. sedative drugs like benzodiazepines 

5. cough and cold preparations like codeine 

6. ecstasy 

7. cocaine 

8. nalbuphine HCl 

9. psilocybin or magic mushroom 

10. solvents like acetone and thinner 



your abilities and talents. Be productive and 
associate with good people. 

6. Develop strong moral foundations. 

Join a religious group or go 
to church regularly. As the 
Bible says, man can be weak, 
but with God’s help, all things 
are possible. 

7. Finally, should you 
encounter a person with a drug 
abuse problem, encourage him 
or her to visit a doctor. 

The person may consult with 
a family medicine specialist, an 
internist or a psychiatrist. The 
important step is to acknowledge 
that there is a problem and to seek 
professional help. Your doctor will 
know what to do. 

Government efforts 
In 2002, the government passed the 
Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act 
or Republic Act No. 9165. 

This law orders the Department Of 
Health to monitor and supervise drug 
intervention, rehabilitation and follow¬ 
up care. 

The DOH is likewise tasked to manage 
all rehabilitation centers, accredit drug 
testing laboratories and conduct research 
on drug abuse. 

Presently, drug testing for students and 


Health Monitor | 

By Dr. Willie T. Ong 


U 


Harmful effects 

Different illicit drugs can have their own 
peculiar effects. As a whole, these drugs may 
lead to heart disease, stroke, cancer, HIV- 
AIDS, hepatitis B and C, lung disease, obesity 
and mental disorders. 

Shabu can cause chest pain, irregular 
heartbeat, high blood pressure, heart attack 
and even cardiac arrest. Methamphetamines 
may also give rise to irritability, talkativeness, 
insomnia and violent and destructive 
behavior. 

Marijuana can cause chest pain, lack of 
coordination, poor concentration, poor 
memory, red eyes and temporary loss of 
fertility. 

Inhalants such as rugby can lead to 
confusion, disorientation, aggressive behavior, 
loss of memory, and damage to the brain, liver 
and kidneys. 

According to experts, drug addiction is 
considered a disease and needs comprehensive 
and prolonged treatment. After undergoing 
rehabilitation, the abuser should be closely 
monitored to prevent relapse. 


Drug abuse situation 
in the Philippines 


Possible signs 

Here are some clues that a person may 
be using illegal drugs. First, the person may 
associate with friends who are known drug 
users. Second, the person often needs money 
and sometimes steals things at home. 

Third, the person may exhibit some 
changes in behavior and mood. He or she may 
be irritable, discourteous and aggressive. The 
person may stop going to class and receive 
failing grades. There may be poor personal 
grooming and a general lack of interest in 
life. Take note, however, that these behavioral 
clues are not always present. 

Prevention tips 

1. Having a parent role model the child 
can talk and relate to is a strong positive 
influence. Indeed, open communication and 
close family ties are the best defense against 
drug abuse. Needless to say, the parent should 
set a good example. 


2. The parent can have a conversation with 
the child about the harmful effects of drugs. 
You can also include the bad effects of alcohol 
drinking and cigarette smoking. Listen to your 
child’s opinion and perspective. 

Do not scold your child or force 
your viewpoint on him or her. Work on 
strengthening your relationship with your 
children. 

3. We should all choose our friends wisely. 
There are studies to show that having positive 
people around you is a key element to being 
successflil later on. Shy away from people who 
are into drugs. 

4. People who use drugs are often cigarette 
smokers and alcohol drinkers too. If possible, 
stay away from friends who smoke and drink 
heavily. 

5. Being a teenager or young adult can be a 
difficult time, especially if you have not found 
your goal in life yet. Try to find ways to express 


employees is voluntary. The school or the 
company may call the DOH if they wish to 
have drug testing done. 

For the treatment of drug abusers, the 
DOH is currently managing nine Drug 
Treatment and Rehabilitation Centers all 
over the country. 

These centers are found in Tagaytay, 
Bicutan, Argao in Cebu, Dulag in Leyte, 
Cagayan de Oro, Pototan in Iloilo, Malinao 
in Albay and San Fernando in Camarines Sur. 

If the government can gather enough funds, 
there should ideally be one rehabilitation 
center per region to accommodate the many 
patients. 

Drug pushers and shabu manufacturers 
should also be brought to court and 
punished under the law. Truly, a strong and 
concerted government effort is needed to 
reduce the rising number of drug abusers 
in the country. (P 
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parenting 



By Meah Ang See 


I have yet to meet a parent who does not 
have this dilemma: how to unbore a 
child. Day in and day out, children and 
teens complain about being bored. 

Until two years ago, I scrambled to find 
something for my girls to do, so they don’t 
have - what I thought then - idle time. These 
days, I tell them to just sit there and be bored. 

The turning point was an online article 
I read on the BBC website on a research 
endeavor by Dr. Teresa Belton of the University 
of East Anglia in the United Kingdom about 
the effects of boredom. 

The premise is, “Children should be allowed 
to get bored so they can develop their innate 
ability to be creative.” 

It made so much sense to me. I have always 
believed that children should be guided to 
become independent. However, what we 
do not notice is that because pretty much 
everything is available in this modern world, 
children inevitably grow up dependent on 
someone, or something. 

For example, at the parent-teacher 


conference last October, we agreed to not 
allow Achi to read books during lunch break. 

She has some issues on getting along with 
classmates. Teacher and I wanted Achi to deal 
with it, and not escape the issue with her books. 
No escaping - face the problem and solve it. 

Christmas break 2015 was quite trying in 
the boredom department. After more than 
a year of my “boredom won’t kill you” line, 
the kids still have to get used to the feeling 
of solitude, especially after they have used up 
their allotted time on the computer, gadget 
and television. Because they have very different 
personalities, they react to boredom quite 
differently. 

Regardless of the difference, both still 
embark on creative solutions to become 
unbored. 

The key is to leave them be. Filling all their 
minutes in the day with structured activities 
and lessons does not leave time for freedom 
of thought. 

Shobe’s go-to tactic is to play with the dogs. 

This last Christmas break, I saw her 
bringing her stuffed toys outside. She tied 
the dogs to their spots so they are her captive 
audience (and won’t trample her). She sat the 


stuffed toys on small chairs beside the dogs and 
started talking to all of them. 

She would also give different voices to the 
dolls and the dogs, who apparently converse 
with each other on myriad scenarios like 
choosing a restaurant to eat in, discussing 
a movie they just saw, reacting to the loud 
karaoke sing-alongs blaring at the neighbor’s. 

Shobe does not know that I sometimes listen 
in through the window. The conversations are 
hilarious! I discovered that Horsey, our brown 
dog, does not like spaghetti and meatballs 
while the stuffed lion only wants to drink 
mango shake. Meanwhile, Pochoy, our white 
dog, wants his own electric toothbrush, and 
Tiffany, the black stuff dog, wants to always 
wear princess dresses and tiaras, and eats all the 
chocolate when no one is looking. 

Belton’s research revealed something similar. 

In her interview of Meera Syal, British 
writer and comedian, Syal shared that there 
was nothing much to do in the small mining 
village where she grew up. Because of this, 
she began speaking with people she would 
normally not have engaged with, and tried 
doing activities she would otherwise not have 
experienced like talking with elderly neighbors 
and baking cakes. 

More importantly, Belton writes, “boredom 
made her write. She kept a diary from a young 
age, filling it with observations, short stories, 
poems, and diatribe. And she attributes these 
early beginnings to becoming a writer late in 
life.” 

I am happy to report that Achi began to 
keep a diary in October 2015. Yes, I often peek 
in. There are always entries of what she has 
done for the day, her feelings in general, and 
more excitedly, her plans for different castles. 

Achi has been playing the Mine Craft video 
game for a couple of years now. Now she 
has been creating her plans on paper, before 
committing them into design on the computer. 


One day last vacation, Achi was so bored she 
started telling me what she wrote in her diary. 
It was about how her castle would have tunnels 
and secret doors and passages. I then shared 
with her about how, when I was six, I used to 
imagine that behind the framed painting of 
three cats inside my clothes closet (no idea why 
we even had that), was a small secret door that 
could only be entered lying face down. Once 
in, I imagined myself sliding head first on a 
loopy slide that went through our entire house 
and I exited in our storage area in the garage. 

Those were my imagination days when both 
mom and dad were out and I did not want to 
read anything. There were not many television 
shows to choose from. This meant there was 
nothing to escape to except in my own head. 

With all the gadgets these days, children 
have little to no time for themselves to just 
be bored. There is always something to fiddle 
with. 

In the past two years since I began telling 
the girls “it’s okay to be bored,” I have noticed 
a great change in the way they play. 

Achi used to always need something in her 
hands. When gadget time ran out, she would 
find a toy. But toys have specific ways they 
could be played with, and Achi was not the 
type to go way out of the box. She cooked 
with kitchen toys, and gave check ups to dolls 
with doctor toys. 

These days, Achi and Shobe are more into 
pretend play and make-up-the-game-as-we-go- 
along type of play. I have no idea what they are 
playing; I do not think they really do either. 
They would usually be running around and 
screaming different rules to each other. Every 
time one comes up with a new rule, they restart 
the game. I do not think they have finished a 
game yet. 

The best part is that they are out of my hair, 
and making their own memories with each other 
in the most imaginative way possible. (p 


When wordsfail, use idioms... 



Hokkien style (13) By Eleanor Tan 


H okkien, on the tongues of Tsinoys, has 
grown and evolved, taking on a life of 
its own. 

Sometimes words simply fail us. With 
some creativity, Tsinoys have strung 
together words to form colorful phrases 
that simply hit the bull's eye. 

Here are some expressions unique to 
Hokkien as favored by Tsinoys. 


D D 

k'o si 

dislike 

someone getting angry if being criticized. 

D D D D D 

pak to ha tsao so 

tying a twine on the 
stomach 

describing someone who is too hungry 
and has nothing to eat 

D D D 

tsia kai ki 

eating oneself 

meaning you are on your own with no 
one to assist you 

D D □ D 

wu di po tsit 

has two steps or seven 

describing someone who shows some 
talents unexpectedly 

D □ □ D 

ka tsui k'i kun 

biting one's teeth 

enduring suffering or misfortune 
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By Jose Alain Austria 

T he lion dance is fast becoming an 
integral part of Manilas cultural 
landscape. 

At the forefront of the revitalized 
lion dance scene is a new generation of Tsinoy 
sports associations, which uphold the values 
of authentic tradition, professionalism and 
inclusivity. 

In this issue, we take a closer look at 
the “lion dance experience” of one such 
organization: the Philippine Mingsheng 
Wenyang Sports Association (D D D D D 

D D D D D ). 

Passion for lion dance 

It was not lion dance - but traditional 
wushu - that was in the mind of Shifu 
Arnold Buenviaje (D D D ) when he first 
thought of establishing an independent sports 
association. 

Together with his student Manuel Sy 
(D D D )5 Buenviaje formally established 
the Mingsheng Wushu Association on Dec. 
15,2006. 

Many people thought that the name 
Mingsheng has some symbolic meaning. It 
is simply a combination of the two founders’ 
Chinese names: Ming [Buenviaje] and Sheng 
[Syj. 

The new association’s first training space 
was a gravel-and-dirt open parking lot along 
Florentino Torres Street in Sta. Cruz, Manila. 
It was not the best place to train in the martial 
arts. Yet, this did not prevent the school from 
doing well in various wushu competitions. 

Barely a year after its founding, its 
members made waves at the First Mantis 
Martial Arts Competition in Hong Kong. 

Today, Mingsheng Wushu Association, 
thanks to the efforts of current chairman 
Mario Tan (D D D )? has a real home: a 
refurbished condominium unit along San 
Bernardo Street in Sta. Cruz, Manila. 

Founders and instructors are all financially 
independent, and serve the non-profit 
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association pro-bono. Following the Chinatown 
norm, Mingsheng Wushu began to accept lion 
dance gigs to augment meager financial resources. 
This was the beginning of the association’s love 
affair with the art of the lion dance. 

In Manilas Chinatown, wushu and the lion 
dance are seen as allied practices. The lion 
dance is an art form that demands higher-order 
acrobatics, strength and stamina. These come 
quite naturally for the wushu athlete, making 
their performances more graceful, more powerful, 
and aesthetically pleasing. 

Excellence in lion dancing is also a reflection of 
a wushu school’s caliber. Outside a proper martial 
arts competition, the lion dance is an alternative 
platform through which athletic associations 
can showcase students’ skills, and highlight the 
quality of instruction being offered in their gyms. 

Mingsheng Wushu Association followed the 
same path, and quickly developed a reputation 
for quality lion dance. 

Brotherhood 

The year 2012 was a major turning point for 
the association and its lion dance program. 

Mingsheng Wushu Association sealed a pact 
of brotherhood with Singapore Wenyang Sports 
Association, a famous lion-dance troupe headed 
by Shifu Jeffrey Tan (D D D )• 

Wenyang is considered a center of excellence 
for the Sarping-style lion dance, forming a well- 
known network of brother troupes in Insular 
Southeast Asia and Taiwan. In recognition of 
this special relationship, Mingsheng Wushu 
Association changed its official name to Philippine 
Mingsheng Wenyang Sports Association. 

The issue of lineage is important in Chinese 
martial arts and allied art forms such as the lion 
dance. Knowledge is passed from master to 
disciple in a relationship akin to that of father and 
son. The formal acknowledgement of discipleship 
and lineage brings prestige and credibility to an 
athletic association. 

The pact with Wenyang Singapore filled this 
lineage need. 

Some of Mingsheng Wenyang’s best lion- 


dance students continue to receive rigid training 
from Shifu Tan. Thus, they share a mediated 
lineage or relationship with Tan’s teacher - the 
recognized keeper of the Sarping lion dance 
himself - Master Chan Slew Kee (D D D )• 

The pact opened up opportunities for Ming¬ 
sheng Wenyang’s team to train with the masters 
and compete internationally. Success in interna¬ 
tional competitions in China, Macau and Hong 
Kong affirm the program is on the right track. 

Other troupes from Manila and the Visayas 
visit Mingsheng Wenyangs’s gym to hone their 
craft. In the national level, Mingsheng Wenyang 
is recognized as one of the major lion dance 
troupes, and can help improve the state of the 
performance art in the Philippines. 

Authenticity 

Adhering to an authentic lion dance tradition 
does not mean being old-fashioned or rigid. In 
fact, Mingsheng Wenyang belongs to the liberal 
side of the Chinatown spectrum. The tradition it 
tries to uphold is the integrity of the lion dance 
as an art form. 

Buenviaje admits that though lion dancing is 
becoming more popular in the country, there is 
still so much room for improvement. 

There is so much talent to tap, as there are 
well-established associations that have won top 
prizes abroad in lion dancing. But in general, 
Philippine lion dancing still has a lot of catching 
up to do to be at par with our neighbors. 

Many lion dance troupes have fallen prey to 
unbridled improvisation and commercialism, 
leaving the artistic aspect of the craft 
underdeveloped. 

This is in sharp contrast to Singapore or 
Malaysia, where the lion dance is considered as 
an intangible national heritage, and is strictly 
monitored to ensure quality and safety. 

In allowing experts such as Master Chan, Shifu 
Tan, and others to teach their students the lion 
dance, Mingsheng Wenyang is opening its doors 
to authentic Sarping tradition. 

MINGSHENG,/>. 14 
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IVlING SHENG, from p. 13 

While there is obviously room for creativity 
and gimmicks, they can at least assure patrons 
that every movement, beat and accessory 
adheres to a long artistic tradition. 

Mingsheng Wenyang lion dancers, 
however, are not expected to be too technical 
that the performance becomes too rigid or 
robotic. There are cases where a performance 
is technically perfect but lacks “character,” 
there is no heart in the performance, no 
refined spontaneity. 

Chief instructors like Buenviaje and the 
younger teachers can easily spot a form¬ 
conscious lion dance pair from one who 
is merely showing off with over-the-top 
movements and acrobatics. 

Mastery of the form comes first before 
going to acrobatic gimmicks. Without 
mastery of the basic steps, more complicated 
lion dance routines can be very dangerous 
(especially when it involves balancing on 
benches, chairs, tables and poles.) 

Once a performer has mastered the 
traditional choreography, the school allows 
the student to let his unique personality 
animate the lion. In fact they have informal 
lion acting workshops for this. 


It is for this reason that Mingsheng Wenyang 
takes pride in the distinct “personalities” of its 
lions: some are naughty and hyperactive, some 
are dignified and regal, and some are clowns. 
There is an interesting balance of faithfulness 
to tradition and individual artistry. 

Mingsheng Wenyang also keenly emphasies 
professionalism in the practice of lion 
dancing. It is, first and foremost, a noble 
art form and should never be treated as a 
mendicant performance. 

It is for this reason that Mingsheng 
Wenyang does not engage in “door-to-door” 
dancing in exchange for a random sum. They 
only perform for people who formally ask for 
their services. 

The association has a well-developed 
booking procedure similar to those of 
performing artists like singers and musicians. 

And just like professional artists, the teams 
are expected to give their best regardless of the 
type of crowd, setting, or magnitude of the event. 

Of peculiar interest is Mingsheng 
Wenyang’s inclusion of “cleanliness” in its 
lion dance ethic. Buenviaje later revealed that 
lions cannot be washed like ordinary laundry, 
as it can be destroyed in the process. 

The key is to store these in a place free 
from dust and humidity, and to “retire” a 




lion immediately upon the first signs of wear 
and tear. Mingsheng Wenyang imports its 
lions from Chinas Guandong province, and 
these are not at all cheap. This attention to 
cleanliness shows reverence both for the art 
and the patron. 

Inclusivity 

Just like many contemporary Tsinoy athletic 
associations, Mingsheng Wenyang embraces 
an inclusive attitude towards non-Tsinoy 
aspirants. For the founders, there is simply no 
reason to make a big fuss of ones ethnicity. 

All that is needed is a sincere desire to learn, 
plus a willingness to embrace the rigors of 
training. The absence or presence of Chinese 
blood in a student does not affect his ability 
to excel in lion dancing. In fact, some of their 
best lion dancers are pureblooded Filipinos. 

Though Mingsheng Wenyang practices a 
very Chinese art form, it sees itself more as 
a Filipino organization. Its inclusive attitude 
towards students without Chinese lineage, 
the use of Filipino as training lingua franca 
[together with Hokkien], the conscious 
use of native symbols and material culture, 
and its eagerness to represent the country 
in international competitions, all reflect the 
Tsinoy’s integration in Philippine society. 

Of particular interest is Mingsheng 
Wenyang’s liberal attitude towards women’s 
participation in lion dance. 

Traditionally, women were not allowed 
to participate except on the sidelines as 
musicians or percussionists. It was only later 
that Buenviaje learned about the prevalent 
belief among the diasporic Chinese in 
Southeast Asia, that since women menstruate, 
they can pollute the positive energies the lions 
are supposed to bring, effectively blocking the 
flow of good luck. 


Mingsheng Wenyang and other groups in 
the Philippines no longer observe this type of 
gender-biased perspective. In fact, the group 
is proud of its all-women lion dance team 
which is a consistent finisher in international 
competitions. 

Mingsheng Wenyang does not have any 
qualms in performing lion dance beyond its 
Tsinoy comfort zone. 

Nowadays, it is not surprising for the group 
to receive invitations to perform the lion 
dance for non-Chinese events: art festivals 
and exhibits, basketball games, and even the 
most-Pinoy of barangay fiestas. 

Mingsheng Wenyang’s experience in 
this aspect is not necessarily unique. Other 
Chinatown sports associations [even the older 
ones] are now embracing inclusivity as an 
essential part of their club ethics. 

Ten years and counting 

This year, the Philippine Mingsheng 
Wenyang Sports Association is marking its 
10th anniversary. 

The celebrations already kicked-off last 
Nov. 29 with a gala performance at the 
Makati Coliseum. It is a veritable gathering of 
prominent figures in both traditional wushu 
and the lion dance. 

In attendance were Master Chan, his 
disciples, and all the Wenyang Associations 
of Southeast Asia and Taiwan. Their presence 
is an expression of support for a lion dance 
program that is just starting to realize its 
potential for greater things. 

Mingsheng Wenyang’s story is like that of 
a mythical lion cub who is both Chinese and 
Filipino, traditional and modern. The cub 
is at home in these dual worlds, making it a 
healthy Tsinoy cub that will likely roar and 
dance his way to a brighter future. (P 
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scathingly hot foods to warm 
myself from the piercing cold. 

I particularly have a soft 
spot for freshly microwaved 
convenience store food. 

3. Waking up and being 
able to stay in bed. I think this 
one is pretty self-explanatory 
for anyone who has ever lacked 
sleep. 

On my end, this entails 
having no papers or readings to 
catch up on and no groupmates 
to hound. I would also be able 
to sleep past sunrise and have 
no worries about doing so. 

4. Wandering around 
subway stations. Quite often, 
I enjoy the novelties found in 
convenience stores and other 
stores found in the subways 
in Japan. 

I like dropping by 
bakeshops for a sandwich or 
whizzing through Family Mart 
for a bottle of hydrant. 

The larger stations are often 
connected to a series of malls 
and department stores that are 
designed to please the eye. 

Everything is just so clean 


and sanitary that doing simple tasks such as 
window-shopping is so pleasant. 

5. Buying pasalubong. As a shopaholic, 
I find pleasure in any type of shopping, 
including the ones that require me to shop 
for others. 

I like to think that it is my way of giving 
back to my friends and family for the little 
things they have done for me. It is a time when 
I can be thoughtful in finding material things 
that will be useful or give joy to the recipient. 

For example, I have a friend who enjoys 
trying skincare things on her less busy days. 
Whenever I go abroad, I try to find her face 
masks that can only be found in that country 
for her to experiment with. 

Funny. I appreciated these thing before, 
but not to the same extent that I do now. 

Perhaps it is because this past semester was 
the most challenging and gruelling semester 
I have ever had. 

A person who learns better by the whip, 
I enjoy the holidays more after I have just 
clawed my way out of hell. Thus, I think it is 
great to have some time off 

I look forward to my next vacation, (p 

The author is an Art Studies sophomore at the 
University of the Philippines. She majors in Art 
History and plans to minor in Art Education. 
She plans to teach in the future. — Ed. 


A lmost immediately after the 
semester was over, I was shipped to 
Kyoto to accompany my Tita Lily 
Rose for a conference. 

In between train rides, sightseeing and 
dinners, I felt like this was a much-needed 
break from school and work. I have just come 
off my first genuine college hell week (actually, 
it lasted a month!). 

I realized how many little things I decided 
to let slide so I could complete my school 
requirements on time. There were little rituals 
of which I used to make time as a means of 


relaxation, but had kind of forgotten when my 
workload went haywire. 

Here are some of my “little luxuries” that I 
particularly enjoyed while in Japan. 

1 . A hot bath after a long day. This was 
something that I used to really enjoy as a child. 

As I fill the tub with hot water, I carefully 
picked out what my “treat” was for the 
evening. I usually had an arsenal of bath salts, 
fizzes or foams to choose from. Deciding 
which color the water was going to be was 
always a fun part of the process. 

Being steeped in hot, colorful water relieved 


the aches and pains in my body, along with the 
cold stuck in my bones. The sensation of being 
swathed in warmth and fragrance allowed me 
to relax as I slipped in and out of my thoughts. 
There are no clocks in the bathroom so I could 
stay as long as I pleased or until someone else 
desperately needs to use the toilet. 

2. Being bundled up on a cold day. Having 
lived in the tropics all my life, I never quite 
understood why someone would enjoy “eating 
a hot meal” and “being all warm and bundled 
up. 

It sounded as if someone was going out of 
their way to make themselves 
uncomfortable. 

Experiencing winter allowed 
for a greater appreciation of the 
search for heat. 

So I get to enjoy the novelty 
of wearing scarves and eating 


Pasalubong for Star Wars 
fans in the family. 
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Regaining my 

CHINESE-NESS 

abroad 


By Jacqueline L Ong 



I was not the best student in Chinese class. 

I nearly failed composition ([] [] ) exercises in Chinese 
classes and had mental blocks during recitation - after 
memorizing lines and lines of text. 


I remember being spanked with a 
stick when our teacher - nicknamed 
Hitler - found out I was mumbling 
the wrong words because I was 
holding another textbook. 

I remember having all these 
creative ideas in my head for an 
unforgettable composition topic, 
“Freedom and Responsibility” (Q 
D D D D ) translating them 
using a very thick English-Chinese 
dictionary, only to have my notebook 
returned with big splashes of red ink 
and question marks. 

If my old report cards were to be 
unearthed, I must have had a line of 
marks in the 1970s through my years 
of studying Chinese in a Filipino- 
Chinese school. 

Fast forward 

I now teach college students 
how Chinese radicals form a 
system of understanding basic 
Chinese characters. I guide them 
stroke-by-stroke on how to write 
Chinese in the most beautiful 
manner. I explain to them the 
meaning of the lyrics to Chinese 
pop songs and the verses of Li Pais 
classic poems. 


The in-between years of being a 
student who nearly failed her Chinese 
subjects to a university instructor at 
a state college made up more than a 
decade of discovery and exploration 
into what it is to be Chinese. 

A big part of those years was spent 
in Taiwan where I studied language 
and graduate studies for five years. 

Studying the Chinese language 
after growing up with it for 13 years 
(nursery to high school) sounds 
redundant. But it was necessary! 

On my first week alone in Taiwan, 
I remember getting lost in Taipei’s 
streets. With a folded paper map in 
hand, I was asking for directions, 

“Uh....D D ....D D D ? (Where is 
this?)” And the reply dumbfounded 
me. 

I could not understand a word 
and my common sense took over and 
dictated that I just follow the waving 
of his hand and the pointing turns 
that would lead to my destination. 

So there goes the rationale for 
going abroad to study Chinese. 

For five years I called Taiwan 
home. I studied in various schools 
for language learning to get the 




The class composed of students from 
Korea, Indonesia, America, Mexico, 
Japan and the Philippines. 


The author (fourth from left) with roommates from Poland, 
Lithuania, Ukraine and Belgium in a rented apartment near 
the school (top) and with her classmates (right). 
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The author with her first teacher in Taiwan. 


most out of different teaching styles. I 
became classmates with students from all 
over the world: Poland, Lithuania, Indonesia, 
Netherlands, Switzerland, Kazakhstan, 
Mongolia, Korea, Japan, Spain... 

Beyond the classroom experience of 
learning how to speak with the right tones, 
constructing everyday conversation and 
role-playing, I immersed myself in a lot of 
extracurricular activities. I participated in 
calligraphy contests, cooking demos, arts 
and craft workshops, theater performances, 
and taichi exercises. In my last year, I even 
joined a Dr. Sun Yat Sen speech competition. 

True enough, after five years, I can say 
that I have been Chinese-fied. Thinking it 
through, I wondered why I did not learn 
in the Philippines what I learned in Taiwan 
when the curricula were similar. 

It might have been the teaching method? 

In Manilas Chinese schools, we were asked 
to memorize a lot of texts. 

In Taiwan, I did not have to push myself to 
memorize because we had freedom to use the 
words in context as we see fit. Of course, our 
teacher corrected our usage but one missing 
or misplaced word merited only a correction, 
not a deduction in the marks. 

My first teacher in Taiwan told me 
something that I now pass on to my college 
students on the first day: be bold in speaking; 
do not be afraid to say the wrong things 
because only then will I learn. 

I can still remember how my teacher said 

it: “D D D D D D D D D •” 

I took her advice to heart and in my 
years in Taiwan, I was emboldened to speak 
out, whether my accent was funny or not. I 
remember arguing with a taxi driver who was 
taking advantage of my language handicap 
by saying a just-learned phrase, “D D D ^ 
(That’s not fair)!” 

Or perhaps it was the multilingual 
environment that deterred fluency. 

The Tsinoy must handle many languages 
simultaneously. 




rhyme nor give a Chinese proverb (Q Q ) 
from the top of her head? 

I did not even know how to address 
properly a younger uncle from my mother’s 
side! 

While abroad, I had classmates with 
blonde hair and blue eyes who could speak 
Chinese more fluently than me. They told 
me of Chinese dynastic history which they 
learned through research. 

They exemplified Confucian values 
such as 0 [ren^ kindness) Q [xin^ trust) 
n (//, propriety) [] (yi, righteousness) [] 
{zhi, wisdom) which made living together 
in a rented apartment a harmonious and 
enriching experience. 

We celebrated Chinese festivals and they 
told me the stories behind them. 

There is so much more to being Chinese 
than lineage and looks. And I am grateful 
that those years abroad connected me to my 
roots and brought me a greater appreciation 
of who I am and what I can be in my 
Chinese-ness. (P 


Chinese-speaking 
nation, none were 
irreversible. 

All it took 


Mandarin Chinese is taught in school, 
English is the required language in most 
classes, Hokkien Chinese is spoken at home, 
while Filipino is used outside the home. This 
can create confusion for the young learner. 

Whatever the factors were that un¬ 
dermined my preparation to survive in a 


was experience 
studying abroad 
to regain my grasp 
and knowledge 
of the Chinese 
language and 
culture. 

My experiences 
abroad challenged 
my own identity 
as a Chinese in the 
Philippines. 

I realized that 
having small eyes and fair skin (slightly darker 
than most Chinese but still considerably fairer 
than most Filipinos) do not automatically 
qualify me as Chinese, even if three of my 
grandparents were from China. 

Who can call herself Chinese when she 
could not even sing a simple Chinese nursery 



The author enjoying life in Taiwan. 
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Year In 
review 

By Angelo B. Ancheta 


2£ fac^ votsaie 

F or the Philippines, 2015 came and went with the usual ups- 
and-downs. The year started well with Pope Francis’ visit to the 
country, and ended with triumphant wins at prestigious beauty 
pageants. 



The bad 


■ Tragedies 

• Mamasapano encounter where 44 Special Action Force commandos 
were killed in an operation against terrorists. It was a case of 
miscommunication and chain-of-command responsibility issues, 
which apparently involved the President. 

• Harrassment and killing of the lumad (Cebuano term for 
“indigenous”) in gold-rich Mindanao by alledged military and 
para-military groups. 

■ Family fight 

• Family member disputes, along with allegations of corruption 
within the religious organization, hounded the Iglesia ni Cristo. 
These resulted in the expulsion of the last executive minister 
Erano Manalo’s wife, her sons and a daughter (siblings of the 
current executive minister Eduardo Manalo). Protest rallies by 
INC members caused horrendous traffic along Manilas main 
artery EDSA. 

■ Tanim/laglag-bala 

• Airport officials were involved in a bullet-planting scam, dubbed 
tanim hala or laglag bala. Unsuspecting passengers fell victim to 
crooked personnel in charge of baggage inspection who ostensibly 
planted bullets in their baggage, and extorted money from the 
victims to have the charges dropped. Some suspect it was a ploy to 
cover up more controversial political issues. 

■ Presidential aspirants 

• Digong Duterte vs Mar Roxas. Mud-slinging and verbal brawls 
between the two eventually prompted senior statesman and former 
President Fidel Ramos to tell the two to behave. 

• Grace Poes falling-out. The Commission on Elections disqualifies 
Poe for her lack of residency and natural-born Filipino status. The 
Supreme Court has affirmed the temporary restraining orders against 
the cancellation of Poe’s certificate of candidacy for president as of 
press time. 

■ Calamities 

• Typhoon Lando reportedly wrecked at least P6.57 billion worth 
of agriculture and infrastructure as it lumbered across Luzon last 
October. It is by far the most destructive tropical cyclone to hit the 
country in 2015, at least in terms of damage costs. 

• Typhoon Nona (international name Melor) devastated large areas 
of Luzon with its slow movement combined with heavy rainfall, 
forcing 750,000 to evacuate and killing 40 people. 

■ Shame fight of the century 

• The much-awaited boxing bout of Floyd Mayweather Jr. and 
Manny Pacquiao finally pushed through with a controversial win 
for Mayweather, leaving everyone baffied and confused. Mayweather 
was later stripped of the welterweight world title after failing to meet 
the deadline to pay a US$200,000 sanctioning fee to the World 
Boxing Organization. 
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EL GAMMA PENUH 


The good 


■ Viva il Papa 

• Long live the Pope. Pope Francis visited the country in January, 
capturing hearts and minds of the Filipino faithful, raising 
hopes for transformation in the church and government. 


■ APEC Summit 

• The Asia-Pacific Economic Summit 2015 was held successfully 
and peacefully, following the Paris attack, which posed a similar 
threat to global leaders present at the Summit. Despite the 
problems spawned by government measures to secure the 
delegates, the Philippines was given a chance to 
Filipino hospitality, ingenuity and skills. 

■ Victory of beautiful Pilipinas 

• The country boasts of five victories in international beauty 
pageants: 

1 . Miss Universe 2015 Pia Alonzo Wurtzbach. The Miss 
Universe 2015 host Steve Harvey announced Columbia’s 
Ariadna Gutierrez Arevalo as the winner, only to return 
to the stage moments later to correct himself and name 
Philippines’ Pia Wurtzbach as Miss Universe 2015. 

2 . Miss Globe 2015 Anne Lorraine Colis 

3. Miss Earth 2015 Angelia Ong 

4. Miss Transwoman 2015 Trixie Maris tela 

5. Miss Tourism Queen of the Year International 2015 
Leren Mae Bautista 


■ Arts & Entertainment recognitions 

• Asia’s Got Talent champions. The group El Gamma Penumbra 
won as Grand Champion of Asia’s Got Talent while another 
Eilipino talent, Gerphil Elores, placing third, caught the 
attention of Grammy-winning composer and the show’s judge 
David Poster. 

• Theater Arts. Por playing Pantine in the musical Les 
Miserables, Tsinoy singer/performer Rachelle Ann Go won 
the female best performance award in a long-running show 
in London’s West End theater district. The recognition came 
from the Broadway World UK/West End Awards. She was 
also voted best supporting actress in a musical during the 15 th 
Annual WhatsOnStage Awards for her portrayal of Gigi Van 
Tranh in the West End revival of “Miss Saigon.” Meanwhile, 
Pinoy Jon Jon Briones and Pilipino-American Eva Noblezada 
won the male and female best performance, respectively, in 
a long-running West End show for playing The Engineer in 
“Miss Saigon.” 

• Social Media Phenomenon. Acting pair Alden Richards and 
Maine Mendoza rose to stardom for their work in the “Juan 
for All, All for Juan” segment of the noontime variety show 
“Eat Bulaga!” The two, popularly known as AlDub, broke 
global Twitter records after a concert, prompting Twitter 
management to send congratulatory messages. The duo also 
received attention from international celebrities such as Bryan 
White, Dawin and Taiwanese star Barbie Xu. 


■ Donaireforthe win 

• Nonito Donaire Jr. snagged the WBO Super bantamweight 
title from Mexican boxer Cesar Juarez. It was a glorious victory 
as he lost the title to Cuban figther Guillermo Rigondeaux in 
2013. Donaire is a Eilipino American boxer popularly kno\wi 
as the Eilipino Plash. ™ 
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M arried in January 2, 1966, 
Engr. Napoleon Co (Q Q Q ) 
and Dr. Estrella Go-Co 
(D D D ) celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary in Cebu, where 
they have set down roots, and in Manila 
to share the special occasion with friends 
and staff. 

Not many married couples can reach 
this milestone, so it is an anniversary worth 
remembering and cherishing. 

Napoleon, or Nap for short, and Estrella 
were schoolmates in the 1950s at the then 
Cebu Chinese High School (now Cebu 
Eastern College). 

They have known each other since grade 
school and were classmates in Chinese class 
junior high school. 

At that time, Chinese classes were held 
separately from English classes. 

By Maybelle Tan 


Estrella finished English high school and 
went on to study medicine at Cebu Velez 
General Hospital. While in college, she 
continued to receive invitations to high school 
reunions, through the class alumni called Kian 
Kun (D D ). 

Nap continued to senior Chinese class 
and studied civil engineering at University of 
San Carlos. Because he helped at his fathers 
shop. Nap took six years to finish his studies 
instead of five. 

Nap started formally courting Estrella after 
graduating from civil engineering. Estrella was 
then on her rotating residency at Cebu Velez 
Hospital and Cebu Maternity Hospital. 

After more than one year of formal 
courtship but having known each other for 
many years from grade school, the two were 
engaged in August 1965 and married in 
January 1966 at Sacred Heart Parish Church, 
Cebu City. 

The initial years of marriage was a typical 
mixture of ups and downs with many 
adjustments made by both. 

The couple decided to move to Manila 
to look for new opportunities and develop 
the family business in 1972. Nap’s workload 
at the family business - Cebu Oversea 
Hardware, an institution in Cebu - was 
entrusted to his younger brother, Carlos, 
while he managed new assignments. 

They were blessed with two sons, 
Christopher and Ferdinand, and a daughter 
Dorothy. They raised their children to be 
God-fearing. 

The boys were accepted at Xavier School 
in Greenhills, San Juan, with special 
recommendation from Cebu Sacred Heart 
High School in October 1972. Dorothy went 
to Immaculate Conception Academy, also in 
Greenhills. 

Today, the couple have 10 grandchildren. 

Nap headed the Cebu chapter of Pagkakaisa 
sa Pag-unlad (the predecessor of Kaisa Para 
Sa Kaunlaran). He and Estrella helped in 
the community development projects of 
Pagkakaisa in Pillila, Rizal and Camarin in 
Novaliches, a resettlement area at the border 
of Quezon City and Caloocan in Manila. 

To strengthen their relationship as a married 
couple, they joined the Marriage Encounter 
Weekend, brought by Father Ruben Tanseco 
from the United States in the late 1970s. 

Their lives changed after they joined the 
Marriage Encounter. Not that they did not 


Napoleon and Esbella Co 
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Nap and Estrella, their children and grandchildren pose for a photo during the celebration of the couple’s 50th anniversary in Makati. 


have any problems anymore, but rather 
they learned to deal with them by keeping 
their communication lines open and derived 
strength from the Lord. 

Since the Marriage Encounter movement 
became part of their life, they became 
involved with Couples for Christ, then Magis 
Deo Community and organized ICA-Xavier 
ME Community, which was later renamed 
Alay sa Dios Community. 

This group got a special dispensation from 
His Eminence Cardinal Jaime Sin to reach out 
to the Chinese ethnic couples. Memberships 
included Filipino couples and mixed couples 
in 1985. 

Nap’s grandfather originated from the 
town of Giok Oh (D D )? Fujian, China. The 
Co family actively contributed to their small 
ancestral hometown’s development. They 
helped build the school, a resting pavilion 
and paved the road there. Thus, the road was 
named Chi Tiat Road (0 [] 0 ), in honor of 
Nap’s late grandfather. 

His grandfather started a small business 
trading copra in Kinogitan, Misamis Oriental 
in 1914. The infant Nap, the eldest of six 
children, was born in 1939 at the ancestral 
house where his grandfather settled. 

When his grandfather passed away. Nap’s 
late father Co Tiong took charge of his 
business and eventually, in 1952, the family 
moved to Cebu. 

Together with his two younger brothers, 
Co King Ching and Co King Ting, they 


started the Cebu Oversea Hardware that same 
year. Thus, the Co family considers Kinogitan 
as their second hometown. 

In 1972, after Nap’s mother Go Bee 
Ngo passed away, he and his father went to 
visit Kinogitan and realized that the school 
building needed a lot of improvement. They 
decided to donate a new school building and 
a new stage. Through the years, they have 
donated another school building and several 
computer units for the classrooms and school 
clinic. They are also planning to construct a 
basketball court soon. 

Nap, the eldest of the third generation, 
leads the family business under Oversea 
Group of Companies. Today, the business 
is being managed by the third and fourth 
generations. 

He believes and practices leadership 
by example. The company recognizes 
contributions of their employees and rewards 
are given accordingly. In 2009, he established 
the Co Family Gawad Kalinga Farm Village in 
Kinogitan. The family donated a 1.5 hectare 
lot with coconut plantation and initially built 
six units of GK houses for the plantation 
workers, who were encouraged to plant other 
crops. Another five units were built later for 
villagers. 

Always aware of the community’s needs. 
Nap chose to forego a lavish party celebrating 
his 70th birthday. Instead, he donated funds 
for more houses in the GK Farm Village. 

During the Yolanda disaster, the Oversea 


Group of Companies gave generously to help 
the victims. 

Aside from that. Nap also personally 
donated 10 small bancas through the Marriage 
Encounter Foundation of the Philippines for 
the Leyte fishermen. Each banca bears the 
name of one of his 10 grandchildren. He also 
donated four bigger bancas with engine and 
fishing gears through Kaisa’s Bangkabuhayan 
project. These bancas were named after the 
four women in his family - his wife, daughter 
and two daughters-in-law. 

The couple celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary on Jan. 2. It started 
with a mass at The Archdiocesan Shrine of the 


Most Sacred Heart of Jesus in the afternoon, 
followed by dinner at the Cebu International 
Convention Center. Family, friends and 
relatives came. A video presentation featuring 
photos of the couple and their family and 
short talks by relatives and friends was shown 
during the event. 

A second celebration was held at the event 
hall of CW Home Depot Makati on Jan. 9. 

Mass was offered, followed by dinner. 
Friends and relatives from Manila and 
employees of CW Home Depot Makati were 
invited. Re-affirming their love and exchanging 
rings during the mass made this event even 
more meaningful. Entertainment was prepared 
and presented by the employees as well. 

The couple made donations on their 
golden wedding anniversary to Archdiose of 
Palo, Leyte to continue reconstruction after 
Typhoon Yolanda and Bishop John Du Arch¬ 
diose of Benguet, Abra and Bishop Leopoldo 
Jaucian to help the typhoon victims. 

With 50 years of married life, they share 
some tips with young couples on how to be 
a good couple: 

1 . Always try to reach out, listen and sound 
out your concerns. 

2 . Always keep God as partner in your 
relationship. You will become stronger. 

3. Do not demand or expect your spouse 
to serve and please you always. You initiate 
and they will reciprocate. Make them happy 
and they will do the same for you. 

Looking back. Nap recalled that 50 years 
ago they were lucky to have an air conditioner 
in the bedroom, a common black and white 
television and shared a Volkswagen Beetle 
with his siblings. 

If he has to repeat his life. Nap said he will 
still choose Estrella to be his wife and improve 
their relationship more. He thanked the Lord 
for giving him a fruitful life and wished to 
have some more years so that he will able to 
exert more effort to serve each other, serve 
the Lord and his fellowmen. (P 



GK Farm Village in Kinogitan. 
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of the Red C hamber 


L in Daiyii, the granddaughter 
of the Lady Dowager of the 
distinguished Jia family, was the 
cousin of Jia Baoyii. Because Daiyiis 
mother had died and there was no 
one to bring her up, her grandmother 
arranged to bring the girl to live with her 
in Rungguo compound in the capital. 
Baoyii and Daiyii became inseparable 
companions, playing together from 
morning till night. 

Wang Xifeng, the manager of the 
Rungguo compound, was Baoyii’s 
sister-in-law on the paternal side and 
was called “Fiery Phoenix,” the hot 
pepper. She often entertained the Lady 
Dowager with her teasing. She would 
say the Old Ancestress, as she called 
the Lady Dowager, was the Leading 
Goddess (The Leading Goddess, Wang 
Mu, is the eldest and most powerful 
goddess in Ghinese mythology, and 
symbolizes authority and longevity.) 
and Baoyii and Daiyii were the boy 
Gold and the girl Jade attending her. 
This greatly pleased the Lady Dowager. 


When Daiyii arrived, Xifeng came 
up to her and said, “Just ask me for 
whatever you fancy!” 

Because of the magnificence of 
her grandmother’s family and the 
many relatives who are gossipy and 
meddlesome, Daiyii watched her step 
in her new home and weighed every 
word, so she would not be laughed at 
for any foolish blunder. When she was 
alone, she often shed tears into the wind 
and sighed facing the moon. Her poor 
health worsened. 

Not long after Daiyii’s arrival, 
Baoyii’s maternal cousin, Xue Baochai, 
came to the capital with her mother. 
Aunt Xue, and the Lady Dowager asked 
them to live in the compound. 

When Baoyii saw that he had 
another cousin as beautiful as a fairy, 
he jumped for joy, for he would have 
another companion to play with. But 
Daiyii silently held back her tears. 

The Xue Family had served as 
purveyors for the Imperial Household 
for generations, and they were very 


wealthy and influential. Moreover, 
Baochai had her mother and elder 
brother to take care of her. 

Daiyii could not help feeling sorry 
for herself However, Baoyii thought 
Daiyii was homesick, and he hurried 
over to keep her company and chat 
with her till her sorrow turned into 
delight. 

One day, Baoyii heard that Baochai 
was ill and went over to see her. Baochai 
had heard that Baoyii was born with a 
piece of jade in his mouth, but she had 
never seen it. She asked for a good look 
at it. It was the size of a sparrow’s egg and 
iridescent as clouds at sunrise, with two 
lines engraved on it: “Never Lose, Never 
Forget,” and “Eternal Life, Lasting 
Prosperity.” It was certainly a rarity. 

Baochai’s maid Ying’er added, “There 
is also an inscription on Miss Baochai’s 
locket.” Baoyii kept pestering Baochai 
to have a look at it, so Baochai took it 
off and handed it to him. Looking at it, 
Baoyii laughed and read aloud, “Never 
Leave, Never Abandon” and “Fresh 
Youth, Eternally Lasting.” These two 
lines exacdy match mine!” he exclaimed. 
Deeply touched, Baochai blushed. 

The golden locket was given to 
Baochai by a monk when she was a 
child. The monk had predicted that 
she would happily marry a man born 
with a piece of jade in his mouth. Such 
a marriage would be called “a match 
between gold and jade.” But Baoyii did 
not know this and burst out giggling. 

Just then, Daiyii came in. As soon 
as she entered, she pointed to Baoyii 
and said, “Ah! I have chosen the wrong 
time to come. If I’d known he was here, 
I wouldn’t have come.” 

Baochai asked, “What do you 

•i” 

meanr 

Daiyii answered, “If he came one 
day and I the next day, alternating our 
visits, you would have a caller every 
day. What is so puzzling about that, 
Gousin?” 

Not knowing what to say, Baochai 
only giggled. 

Baoyii’s elder sister Yuanchun had 
been selected by the emperor to be 
his Worthy and Virtuous Gonsort. To 
receive the Imperial Gonsort when she 
returned home, the Jia family spent a 
huge sum of money to build a lavish 
garden in the compound. 



Daiyu meets Lady Dowager, Baoyu and Wang Xifeng. 
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“Never Leave, Never Abandon” and “Fresh Youth, Eternally 
Lasting.” These two lines exactly match mine!” Baoyu exclaimed. 



At the end of the Imperial Consort s 
visit, she ordered Baoyii and his cousins 
to move into the garden - Daiyii to live 
in Bamboo Lodge, Baoyii in Happy Red 
Court, Baochai in Alpinia Court. 

One day, in the middle of the third 
moon, Daiyii suddenly remembered 
that the spring rain the night before 
must have beaten down the petals of 
the peach blossoms, and she was worried 
that the fallen petals might be trampled. 
With a hoe over one shoulder, she went 
to the blossoming peach trees by Seeping 
Fragrance Pond. 

Baoyii was reading there on the slope 
of the hill. When he saw Daiyii, he cried, 
“You are here just in time. Sweep up these 
petals and throw them into the water.” 

“Not into the water,” objected Daiyii. 
“The flowers will spoil once they flow 
out of the garden. I have a grave for 
flowers in that corner over there. We can 
bury them there. In time they will turn 
back into soil. Wouldn’t that be cleaner?” 

Delighted by this idea, Baoyii put his 
book aside and helped Daiyii sweep up 
the fallen petals. 

“What book is that?” asked Daiyii 
suspiciously. 

“It is a masterpiece,” he smiled. Daiyii 
looked at the book and saw that it was 
The Romance of the Western Chambers 
(a classic erotic love story considered 
unsuitable for young people). 

Daiyii started to read the book and 
Baoyii noticed her mouthing some of 
the lines. 

“I am the one sick with longing’,” 
Baoyii pointed at the book and joked, 
“And you are the beauty who caused 
‘Cities and Kingdoms to fall’.” 

Daiyii flushed and exclaimed, “You 
are terrible! Bringing such licentious 


songs in here, and what 
is more, insulting me 
with nasty quotations 
from them. I am going 
to tell Uncle and Aunt!” 

“If I meant to insult 
you, I will change into 
a big turde. Then when 
you become a lady of the 
flrst rank and go at last to 
your paradise in the west, 
I shall bear the stone 
tablets at your grave on 
my back forever,” Baoyii 
said slowly. 

Daiyii burst out 
laughing at this. Pointing 
at the book, she teased, 
“Why, you are nothing 
but a ‘lead spearhead 
made to look like silver’.” 

“Well, you also satirize me by using 
the words in the book. I will tell on you 
too,” said Baoyii. 

Daiyii replied with a smile, “You 
boast that you can ‘memorize a passage 
with one reading.’ Why can’t I learn ten 
lines at a glance?” Laughing for a while, 
they went on burying the fallen flowers. 

The next day, Daiyii decided to call 
on Baoyii. By the time she reached 
Happy Red Court where Baoyii lived, 
the gate was closed and she was obliged 
to knock. It so happened that the maid 
Qingwen was in a bad mood, having just 
quarreled with the other maid Bihen, 
and she vented her anger on the visitor. 

“They have all gone to bed,” she cried 
from inside. “Master Baoyii has given 
orders that no one is to be admitted.” 

Standing indignantly outside the 
door, Daiyii was about to argue with the 
maid but, she thought, she was after all 
an outsider here and it would be foolish 
to do so. 

Suddenly she heard the sound of 
Baoyii and Baochai talking and laughing 
inside. This upset her even more. The 
more she listened, the more distressed 
she felt. Oblivious to the cold dew on 
the green moss and the chill wind on 
path, she gave way to sobs. 

The next day was the Festival of 
Grain in Ear. It was a time-honored 
custom on this day, most faithfully 
observed by women, to offer a feast 
to the God of Flowers. When Baochai 
found that Daiyii had not come yet, 
she went to call her. As she approached 
Bamboo Lodge, she saw Baoyii entering 
the courtyard. “Baoyii and Daiyii have 
lived together under one roof,” she 


reflected. “They are so free and easy 
together. If I follow Baoyii in, he may 
not like it and she may resent it. I had 
better go back.” 

Baochai had started back when a 
pair of jade-colored butterflies appeared 
before her. They fluttered up and 
down most bewitchingly in the breeze. 
What fun it would be to catch them! 
Baochai took out her fan and ran after 
them. Flitting now high, now low, the 
butterflies caused her to run this way 
and that, panting and perspiring from 
her exertions. 

The butterflies led Baochai all the 
way to the water’s edge. By the time she 
neared Emerald Pavilion, she decided to 
give up the pursuit of the butterflies and 
go back. But just then, she heard muffled 
voices from the pavilion. The whisperers 
where talking about the private matters 
of the maids. One of them sounded like 
Baoyii’s maid Xiaohong. 

Xiaohong was saying, “Goodness! 
We have been so busy talking. What 
if someone is eavesdropping outside? 
We had better open the windows, so if 
anyone comes near we will see.” 

It was too late for Baochai to hide 
now. To make them think she had not 
heard their secrets, she ran forward as 
noisily as she could, calling out: “Where 
are you hiding, Daiyii?” 

Seeing Xiaohong and the other girl, 
Baochai asked, “Where have you hidden 
Miss Lin? Just now, I saw her crouching 
here dabbling in the water. And now she 
has disappeared.” 

“We haven’t seen Miss Lin,” answered 
Xiaohong. 

Holding back her giggles, Baochai 
went into the pavilion and searched it. 
She was sure she had outfoxed them. 

Xiaohong was taken in. As soon 
as Baochai went away, she caught the 
other maid by the arm and whispered, 
“Heaven help us! If Miss Lin was here, 
she must have overheard us. It wouldn’t 
have been so bad if Miss Xue had 
overheard. But Miss Lin is petty and 
makes nasty remarks. If she heard and 
gives us away, what shall we do?” 

Meanwhile, Baoyii was entering the 
Bamboo Lodge. He ran across Daiyii, 
who was crossing the courtyard. “Dear 
cousin, how are you?” he greeted her 
laughingly. 

But Daiyii simply ignored him, 
walking straight off Baoyii was puzzled 
by her cold behavior, having no idea why 
she was angry, and went after her. (P 
To be continued... 



“Why, you are nothing but a ‘lead spearhead made to look like 
silver’,” teases Daoyu. “Well, you also satirize me by using 
the words in the book. I will tell on you too,” says Baoyu. 
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Source: A Pictorial Series of The Ten Greatest Chinese 
Literature Classics (D DDDDDDDDDDD), vol. 1. 
Hint Publishing Co. Ltd. (D DDDDDDDDDDD), 
1990. 
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E xactly 17 years ago, on Jan. 19, 1999, the 
Kaisa Heritage Center and Bahay Tsinoy, a 
museum of Chinese in Philippine life, housed 
in the three-storey Kaisa-Angelo King Heritage 
Center Building, formally opened to the public with 
the late President Corazon Cojuangco Aquino as guest 
of honor. 

The “mother” organization, Kaisa Para Sa Kaunlaran, 
administers the day-to-day operation of the Center and 
the Museum. There is, however, another group - the 
Kaisa Heritage Foundation, composed of big donors 
of KHC - that supervises operation and provides 
maintenance and operational support for the center 
and museum. 

The seed money for the purchase of the lot, as well 
as the initial construction mobilization funds were 
advanced by the Angelo King Foundation to make sure 
that the project could be started as Kaisa launched the 
fund raising campaign in the Tsinoy community. 

Therefore, the center itself is a product of collective 
Tsinoy community efforts, with funds raised from all 
sectors and organizations of various persuasions, as well 
as individuals from all walks of life. 

So in truth, KHC is truly owned by the whole Chinese- 
Filipino community. It is of the community, by the 
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community and for the community. Kaisa, the initiator 
of the project, is now the caretaker in charge of KHC’s 
day-to-day operations. We greatly appreciate the trust 
given to Kaisa by the Tsinoy community. 

To signify the ownership, as well as the responsibility 
of the community to the center, the KHF was organized 
and a board of trustees was elected and formed. The land 
and the building were later registered under the name of 
the KHF. The members of the board came from among 
KHC donors and the ranks of past Kaisa presidents and 
incumbent officers elected annually to assist the board 
in its functions. 

The KHF is also the keeper of raised funds and 
donations, and provides and allots operational funding 
for the center. Just like the center, the foundation’s fund 
is considered as a public and community fund and is 
managed as well as monitored by the KHF Board of 
Trustees. 

With the help of the respected Washington SyCip, 
one of KHC’s big donors and lifetime trustee of the 
foundation, the KHF’s finances is audited by accounting 
firm SGV & Co. through its active partner Julie Mateo. 

Kaisa has built many bridges since it was organized 
in 1987. The KHC with its showcase, the Bahay Tsinoy, 
is the biggest and the most significant and long-lasting 








bridge it has erected. The past and present officers and 
members continue their efforts in maintaining the 
museum and continuing the myriad, diverse and far- 
reaching Kaisa activities. They show, through combined 
efforts, that Kaisa has not failed the trust the community 
placed upon the organization. T 


Some valuable comments from 
Bahay Tsinoy Museum visitors 

• Very nice exhibit. It made me realize the deep connection 
between Filipinos and Chinese. Through our shared history, 
we may yet forge a deeper bond.— RomelR. Obinario, Laguna 
Bel-Air Science Schooh Santa Rosa, Laguna 

• There are wax figures that are already melting.— 
Monique, FEU 

• Very nice exhibits. It's so nice to learn about the similarities 
of the Filipino and Chinese cultures!—Carmela Alvior, 
GGCS-Cavite 

• I've never been so proud of my heritage. I am Filipino.— 
Patrick Anthony A. Go, Butuan City 

• I like how there is a single flow of movement for the visitors. 
The museum has many parts but it was not confusing.— Mae 
Frances Bisares, UPD 

• A very nice quality exhibition! Well-maintained and a 
proper story of development, persistence and success. One 
of the better and interesting museums in Manila. Excellent 
displays at the beginning. Nice concept of guiding us with 
help of young volunteer guides! Well done!— Mark Olivia 
Maria 

• Afascinating collection illuminating on not-so-well-known 
historical and cultural connections. More marketing. This 
place deserves more visitors.— Tomas Petru, Czechia 

• Worth recommending to others.— Nathan Sergio, LGU-Naga 

Bahay Tsinoy Museum is open from Tuesdays to Sundays, 

1-5 p.m. For more information, call 526-6796 or 527-6083 or email 
















